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Raymond Weeks Walk  of  Honor 
Honoring Pat riot ism In Act ion 
Friday, November 10, 2006, 5-5:25 p.m./ National Veterans Day Celebration 
Monument to Raymond Weeks, Linn Park, Birmingham, A labama USA 
Sponsored by Patriotism in Action, the Personal Leadership Association,  
The National Endowment for the Public Trust, and The Home of the Brave 

Procession from The Tutwiler to the Weeks Monument led by Lt. General Hal Moore and fellows and 
friends of The Public Trust (with US and AL flag bearers and a white horse).  

Received at the monument by Barbara Weeks Minor, Brenda Weeks Parker, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and extended family and friends of Raymond Weeks, Patriotism in Acton chairmen 
Col. Bob and Nancy Barefield (U.S. Army Retired), black riderless horse, and mounted police. 

Presentation of Patriotism in Action (with profiles of Veterans Day and Founder Raymond Weeks…)    
to the daughters, authors Dr. David Dyson and Col. Stretch Dunn (Retired).  

Presentation of flowers at the monument and honorary founding fellow medallions from The Public 
Trust to the daughters, Lt. General Hal Moore. 

[In case of weather prohibiting a gathering outdoors, Gen. Moore w ill meet the family in the lobby of Boutwell. 
5:30  The Birmingham Convention and Visitors Bureau and Books-A-Million w ill have information and books in the lobby. 

Distinguished Guests Reception (by invitation from the Veterans Day Committee). 
7 p.m. National Veterans Award Banquet, Boutwell Auditorium (ticket from Veterans Day)] 

Raymond Weeks loved his country. And, he was a Patriot in 
Action. In 1945, he saw a need for America. 

Weeks led a delegation from Birmingham to petition General 
Dwight Eisenhower to create a national holiday to honor 
veterans of all wars. Birmingham started the tradition in 1947.  

In 1954, President Eisenhower signed into law Veterans Day as a 
national holiday. Weeks served as founder and directed 
America’s first Veterans Day as well as annual celebrations for 
nearly four decades. Bill Voigt, his successor, continues. 

Birmingham is one of America’s top cities known for Veterans 
Day and patriotic reunions. 

 

Below: President Ronald Reagan honored Raymond Weeks w ith the Presidential Citizens Medal at the White House in 1982.  
Below middle: Raymond’s daughters, Barbara and Brenda, w ith President Reagan. 

Below right: The monument to Raymond Weeks across from  
the home of Veterans Day events, Boutwell Auditorium. 



Raymond Weeks Walk  of  Honor 
  For assistance or information: Col. Bob Barefield, 205.305.9561, or Dr. David Dyson, 205.969.3976 
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Procession  
Led by Lt. General Hal Moore (Retired), National Veteran Award honoree  
Escorting Gen. Moore: Public Trust Fellows Jim Lawrence, Col. Stretch Dunn (Retired) 
Rear Admiral Paul Rosser (Retired), President, The National Endowment for the Public Trust 
Owen Brown, Chairman, The National Endowment for the Public Trust 
Fellows and friends of The National Endowment for the Public Trust, guided by Col. Ro Lewis  
 
Flag Bearers 
81st Regional Readiness Command SFC Wesley and SSG Harris 
 
Horses  
White and black horses provided and directed by Ginger Ryals 
Black horse stationed at the monument held by Army Lt. Col. Joy Craft 
White horse with the procession led by Army 2nd Lt. Jeremiah Griffin (son of Joy Craft) 
Horse boarding by Sgt. Walt Jones, Birmingham Police 
Birmingham Mounted Police Patrol 
 
Weeks Fami ly Communications 
Barbara Weeks Minor, Brenda Weeks Parker, Brian Parker 
 
Veterans Day and Ci ty of  Bi rmingham Communications 
Col. Bill Voigt (USAFR Retired), president 
 
Patriotism in Action books 
Dr. David Dyson and Col. Stretch Dunn (Retired), authors 
 
Flowers 
Nancy Barefield, Military Wife and Mother of a Soldier 
Jon Martinez, Designer, Bloom 
 
Publ ic Trust M edal l ions 
Toby Warren, The National Endowment for the Public Trust 
 
Sound 
Bob Barefield and Bill Voigt 
UAB Army ROTC 
 
M onument and Park M aintenance 
Melvin Miller, Birmingham Parks and Recreation 
Ricky Kennedy, Chief of Maintenance—Linn Park 
 
Convention Servicing and Logistics Support 
Natalie Gattina, Manager, Greater Birmingham Convention and Visitors Bureau 
 
Chai rmen, Raymond Weeks Walk of  Honor  
Col. Bob and Nancy Barefield (Retired), chairmen, Patriotism in Action 
Bill O’Dell, Personal Leadership Association, assisting w ith program distribution and logistics 
 
Planning, Publ ications, and Servant Leadership Support 
Dr. David Dyson, volunteer: Patriotism in Action, Personal Leadership Association, The Public Trust 


