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Good evening and Happy Veterans Day! Asavolunteer with our sponsors: Patriotism in Action,
the Personal Leadership Association, The National Endowment for the Public Trust, and Veterans Day,
my nameis David Dyson, from Birmingham, and | welcome you to the first Raymond Weeks Walk of
Honor. Our mission isto honor Veterans Day founder Raymond Weeks and his family plusinspire more
patriotism in action.

We welcome members of the Weeks family—Brenda, Barbara—children, grandchildren, great
grandchildren, and friends. Fellows and friends of The National Endowment for the Public Trust, who
have traveled from across the nation to be here for meetings, work, and celebration, led the procession
from The Tutwiler to the monument. We also represent Bill Voigt, president of Veterans Day and
successor to founder Raymond Weeks.

Thanksto Col. and Mrs. Bob Barefield (Retired), flag bearers from the 81st Regional Readiness
Command, horses from Top Hands of Ohio with Ginger Ryals, plus soldiersand civilian volunteers. The
white horseis symbolic of General Moore and others called to be warriors. Theriderless black horse with
side saddle remembers Julie Moore and symbolizeswives and familieswho support warriors called to
battle. Thismay be thefirst timeariderless horse has carried a side saddle symbolizing wives.

Raymond Weeksloved his country—and he was a patriot in action. In 1945, he saw a need for
Birmingham and led thefirst Veterans Day in 1947. He also led a delegation to Washington, DC to
petition Gen. Eisenhower, who in 1954, proclaimed the seven-year old tradition of Birmingham a
national holiday to honor veterans of all wars. Mr. Weeks led Veterans Day for almost 40 years. This
monument is atestament of a grateful city and nation.

Barbara and Brenda, it has been inspiring to capture in our book, Patriotism in Action,
photographs of your dad petitioning Gen. Eisenhower and later of Pres. Reagan honoring him at The
White House. With Col. Dunn, co-author, and Col. Barefield, chair of our Patriotism In Action program,
we present two copies of the book to you. The Public Trust, The Convention Bureau, schools, and others
are using the book to teach about patriotism, character development, and the Birmingham story.

Ladies and gentlemen, we are honored to have our National Veteran Award honoree, Lt. Gen.
Hal Moore with us. General Moorewill be honored and speak at the banquet, though he has graciously
agreed to speak briefly. Gen. Mooreisnot only abrave war hero who has served for many years but
also isleaving alegacy of character and leadership development through work in The Public Trust. Sir,
as | think about the meaning of this evening for you and others, oneideais strongest: It is an indicator of
alife of significance you are leading when people like these from Californiato Massachusetts to
Alabama feel honored...to honor you. Thank you, Sir.

[Gen. M oore speaks, then presents flowers at themonument with Nancy Barefied,
plus Public Trust medallions to the daughters with Im Lawrence].

That concludes our program. Books-A-Million and the Convention Bureau have information and
booksin the lobby. Thank you and good night.
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Lt. General Hal Moore presented flowersin front of the monument to Raymond Weeks (left),
founder of America’s Veterans Day, at the conclusion of the first Raymond Weeks Walk of Honor,
prior to the National Veterans Award banquet at which Gen. Moore was honored. With LTG MooreisJm Lawrence.
Surrounding the monument are the children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren of Mr. Weeks, fellows of The National
Endowment for the Public Trust, Personal Leadership Association, horsesfrom Top Hands, flag bearers, media, and the public.
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