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������������Patriotism in Action 
Chairs: Col. Bob & Nancy Barefield; Founders: Dr. David Dyson, Col. Stretch Dunn; 
Team leaders: Stretch & Joan Dunn, George & Marynell Winslow, Rachel Clinkscale, 
Glenn Nivens, Bill O’Dell, Sam & Ginger Ryals, Helen Holston  

                                          Mission 
To build and promote patriotism in ACTION as well as spirit. 

Vision 
Support and participate in patriotic events; exhibit honor/recognition to active duty military, 
veterans and families; and expand volunteerism to better serve community and country. 

A Few More Events We Present This Year 
Nov 8  Col. Stretch Dunn speaks to Birmingham High School Youth Leadership Development 

Program on, “You are the Next Generation of Knights in Shining Armor.” 
Nov 9 “Personal Leadership for Patriots,” 5:45 p.m., Boutwell Auditorium  
Nov 10 “Patriotism in Action” Tribute to the Founder of America’s Veterans Day, Col. Barefield, chair, 

Dr. David Dyson moderating. 5-5:20 p.m., Linn Park, Birmingham (across from Boutwell). 
Nov 17 Dr. Dyson speaks to the Autauga County 4-H Horse Club Meeting on “Patriotism in Action 

connected to Alabama school values; the brief history of how America's Veterans Day started 
in Alabama, plus a lesson learned about team leadership from horses.” 6:30 p.m. Alabama 
Cooperative Extension System, Autaugaville, AL. Sherri Nichols (334) 322-7061. 

Dec 2 Life Leaders Banquet. Bonnie Scaro, chair. 

A Few of Our Events Completed This Year 
May 30     Memorial Day Program at ALNC & Blue Star Salute at The American Village. 
Jul 4 Patriotism in Action with Blue Star Salute Foundation activities, The American Village. 
Oct 6 Faulkner University Benefit Dinner, Former President George W. Bush speaker (supporting). 

The Patriotism in Action program grew out of books researched and written by Dr. David 
Dyson and Col. Stretch Dunn (USA Ret.) as  part of their plan for patriotism in action following 
the “911” attacks on America in 2001. Patriotism in Action provides a brief patriotic guide, 
history of the founding of Veterans Day in Birmingham, and a call to action for patriots. The 
book also supports teachings outlined in Professionalism Under Stress, which offers lessons for 
professional preparation and leadership in military and civilian life. Education Vision: Alabama 
schools use this local, state, and national history for a few minutes annually at every school so 
citizens know about Veterans Day and the meaning of Patriotism in Action connected to school 
values. Tourism Vision: Alabama becomes a Top 5 destination for patriotic events “branded” as 
the founding city of America’s Veterans Day. 

More Life Leaders News 
Welcome new and renewed members: 

Dr. Joyce Levey       Ms. Irene Means 

Plan for College and Career: 
Nov. 15 Dr. Dyson guest-lectures with his former professor and dean, Dr. Byron Chew—their last 
lecture together as part of a 10-year tradition they have maintained assisting students in Dr. Chew’s 
class at Birmingham-Southern College.  The assignment and lecture help students write professional 
mission and vision statements to inspire and guide them as they prepare in college and then use their 
plans along with their resumes to match with professional opportunities. 2-3:20 p.m., BSC.  


